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The purpose of the library is to provide guests and patrons with a place to browse our collection, 

read, study, perform research, and use the computers in a calm environment.  Patrons who 

participate in disruptive behavior might make the library unbearable for others. 

 

Disruptive Behavior 

 
Disruptive behavior is any activity that harasses, annoys, overly excites, or harms directly 

another patron or a member of the library staff.  Persons engaging in disruptive behavior will be 

given a verbal warning by library staff.  Staff is permitted to request that a person who continues 

with the behavior leave the library premises for a time to be determined by the staff.  Library 

staff is also permitted to contact local law enforcement if they deem such action is warranted.  A 

non-exhaustive list of examples of disruptive behavior follows: 

 Overly loud outbursts of speech or laughter. 

 Threatening or confrontational behavior to other patrons or library staff. 

 Pestering, harassing, or intimidating behavior directed to other patrons or staff. 

 Lack of headphones or proper volume control with audio devices including the library’s 

computers. 

 Willful destruction or theft of library property or the property of other patrons. 

 Being under the influence of, or attempting to sell or use alcohol or drugs. 

 

Other activities which may be considered a nuisance 

 
 Smoking is not permitted within the library.  It is also not permitted within 20 feet of any 

entryway. 

 Wheeled devices and vehicles are to remain outside the building and clear of any 

entryway.  Exceptions are strollers and any device or vehicle required by the disabled or 

elderly. 

 Cell phones, pagers, and other electronic devices are allowed in the library with the 

understanding that said devices be set to silent or vibrate.  Conversations using such 

devices are expected to be held at an appropriate volume. 

 Animals are to remain outside the library at all times.  Service animals are exempt from 

this rule. 

 Persons eating food that, through aroma, appearance, or sound, is found to be distracting 

or disruptive to other patrons will be asked to finish outside or in a secluded room if 

available. 

 Patrons are expected to keep a tidy work area and clean up any scraps of paper, food 

wrappers, or general detritus.  The staff is to be notified of any spills immediately. 



 We request that patrons make sure their hands are clean before operating a computer or 

browsing our collection. 

 Patrons are requested not to run in the library, stand or climb on the furniture, or play in 

the plants or on the stairs. 

 

Violation of these guidelines will result in a verbal warning followed by temporary expulsion 

from the library if the warning is not heeded.  Further disregard for the guidelines could lead to 

permanent expulsion from the library.  If the library staff deems the violation to be serious 

enough, persons may be asked to depart the premises without a prior warning.  Library staff has 

the final authority in these matters. 

 

Patrons who have their computer privileges or account suspended will receive written 

notification of the terms of their suspension including the length of the suspension, the reason for 

suspension, and the broadness of the suspension.  A Patron Appeal Form will be included with 

this notification.  Parents and Legal Guardians of minors will instead receive the notification. 

 

Persons asked to leave the library for an extended length of time or who have had their computer 

or check-out privileges suspended may submit a Patron Appeal Form to the Library Director.  If 

the patron is not satisfied with the judgment of the Director, they may request that the appeal be 

escalated to the Teton Joint City-County Library Board.  The patron must request their appeal be 

placed on the next meeting agenda, at which time the board will review the appeal.  The board 

will then make a final ruling and a written response will be sent to the patron. 


